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Presentation of the Peter Benchley Ocean Award 	
  
Washington, 14th May 2015	
  

 
 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Dear friends, 

 

I am truly honored to receive this prestigious award today, in 

the presence of so many prominent figures and eminent prize-

winners, who have accomplished so much to promote the protection 

and the knowledge of our global seas. 

Looking beyond the quality of this assembly, I am in particular 

striked by its diversity. Through us, a cross-section of our world is 

gathered here, for a demonstration of profound unity. 

Whether we come from the steep shores of the Mediterranean, 

as I do, from the Pacific Islands or America's vast open spaces, 

whether we are scientists, politicians or militants, we are all united 

here for a common concern and objective which is to save our 

endangered oceans. 

 At a time when our world has to face numerous challenges, 

crisis and conflicts, I believe that such concern must unite us more 

than ever before. 

It is a necessity because the oceans, which are one of the 

sources of life, remain spaces essential to ensure its perpetuation.  

It is a necessity because the oceans, through their beauty and 

their mystery, unite human-beings, whatever their situation, their 

nationality or their faith. Above all the “ocean cause” needs the 

mobilization and talent of each and every individual. 

This is Peter Benchley’s message, who spoke of them and 

brought them to life in a variety of ways, so that as many people as 

possible could appreciate their complexity and wealth.  
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We find ourselves today, all together, facing a global 

challenge of unprecedented magnitude. 

This challenge is to implement action which will use every 

means to change the current situation in a concrete, fast and 

efficient manner: 

- I refer to the multilateral negotiations of course, whether 

they concern the Law of the sea or the fight against climate change, 

which has a direct impact on the oceans. We need to encourage, 

support and expedite them; 

- I am also thinking of national policy, through which every 

Nation must assume its responsibility and implement measures to 

protect the seas, by means of land-based pollution control and the 

establishment of conservation areas, such as marine protected areas 

or the implementation of sustainable fisheries policies, two 

examples among many;  

- I am thinking of the economy, whose players need to 

understand the tremendous opportunities offered by blue growth. 

They must accept that their long-term interest cannot lie in the 

degradation or the over-exploitation of marine, fish and mineral 

resources; 

- The role of scientists is essential in order to gain a better 

understanding of our seas and to protect them more effectively, 

building on objective realities; 

- The civil society, associations, NGOs must assume their 

responsibilities, supporting this great global movement and fully 

playing their role; 

- Also the media whose power is immense when it is a question of 

enlightening public opinion and convincing our contemporaries of 

the importance of the oceans and the urgent need to protect them; 
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- Finally, the artists who are capable of speaking to people in a 

universal language, uniting them around common dreams. In 

particular, Peter Benchley, who demonstrated so clearly “the sea in 

all its beauty, mystery and power”.   

 

 

 

 

And of course I am thinking of you, my dear Wendy Benchley, as 

well as all those involved in the “Blue Frontier Campaign”, who, 

with these awards, are making a significant contribution to 

awareness, exchange and commitment regarding the oceans. 

Together and while there is still time, we can make a change and 

prevent humanity, from irreversibly damaging the oceans. All 

together, we can invent a new growth model which will recognize, 

protect and enhance the extraordinary wealth of the oceans. 

The great oceanographer and film producer Jacques-Yves 

Cousteau, who was also the director of the Oceanographic Museum 

of Monaco, once said that "people protect and respect what they love. 

And to make them love the sea they should be filled with wonder as 

much as information".  

I hope that we will be able to rise to this challenge, for which 

Peter Benchley is both a source of inspiration and an example. 

Thank you. 

 


